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Professional Activities of the Staff:  On Thursday, October 6 all CT staff will participate in a two-hour 
training session on LinkedIn presented by Professor Nadeau of Plymouth State University.  LinkedIn is an 
American business and employment-oriented online service that operates via websites and mobile apps. 
The platform is primarily used for professional networking and career development, and allows job 
seekers to post their CVs and employers to post jobs.  The purpose of this training is to train teachers to 
use the platform and in turn teach their students how to set up LinkedIn accounts and use them as part 
of our college and career-ready curriculum.  The LinkedIn platform aligns well with all four tenants of 
SAU’s Portrait of a Learner, enabling our learners to become productive, global citizens who can 
successfully choose their own paths and navigate the challenges of their post-secondary lives.  Students 
will not be required to go “live” with their account; our intention is to acquaint them with the platform 
to use when they choose to do so.  
 
Teacher Education/Educators Rising (Kelley Murphy):  We have National Champions! 
Congratulations to Ivy Zipf (Class of 2024) and Katie Brooks (Class of 2022) who placed 3rd and 2nd in 
their respective categories, Children’s Literature Pre-K and Children’s Literature K-3 at the Educators 
Rising National Conference held in Washington, DC June 23-27th. This is the 2nd time that Teacher 
Education students have qualified to attend Nationals by earning a Top 5 finish in the State of NH, but 
the first time MWVCTC students have earned a Top 10 finish on the National stage.   
Katie is currently attending PSU this fall studying Elementary Education and is a member of the women’s 
soccer team. Ivy is a junior who just began her community school visits at Conway Elementary and is 
working in Kristin Coleman’s 3rd grade classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ELOs (Christine Thompson):    ELOs are off to a great start SY 22/23. A wide variety of ELOs started over 
the summer and students came back to school with great adventures to share. Just to highlight a few, 
one student did an ELO on endurance hiking and she bagged over 15 peaks and created a beautiful 
brochure 6 Hikes Under 6 Miles (see below for a sneak peek). Another student, who wants to pursue a 
career in Criminal Justice, was part of the Conway PD cadet program as part of his ELO. Additionally, an 
avid outdoorsman, Jesse Battles, worked tirelessly on his agriculture ELO:  raising pigs, raising chickens, 
growing organic produce and tapping trees for maple syrup. Did you know that piglets have to double in 
size before they are allowed to eat slop? That was definitely news to me.  One curious student is 
studying the effects of black-tailed moths on the foliage. And keeping to the fall theme, one of our ELO 
students has worked hard to get her animals ready to show at the Fryeburg Fair, which paid off as she 
won for 2022 Senior Showmanship Champion and 2022 Grand Champion Market Hog.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CAST/UNH National Science Foundation project kickoff:  CAST/UNH has been awarded funding for a 
research project titled STEM Pathways for Rural Youth: Developing STEM Identity through the Outdoors 
from the National Science Foundation.  MWVCTC has been a key advisory member and stakeholder 
during the last couple of years while this grant was in development.  The outdoor recreation ecosystem 
and the STEM learning ecosystem, if coordinated, have the potential to connect rural youth with STEM 
and STEM career pathways.  Driving questions for our group are:   

 How can outdoor recreation be used as an informal STEM learning context to broaden 
participation for underrepresented rural youth who face known barriers to the traditional 
learning experiences necessary for developing positive STEM identities?  

 How can outdoor recreation be used to increase the STEM career pathways for 
underrepresented rural youth?  

 How do people in different positions in the STEM ecosystem view STEM as part of the future 
Outdoor Recreation economy? 

Currently, we are developing Outdoor Recreation competencies to be submitted to the DOE.  In the 
meantime, a few CTE centers - including ours - have forged ahead to intertwine Outdoor Recreation into 
existing CT programs including Automotive, Construction Trades, Business, Marketing and Health 
Science.  Our first offering is a Wilderness First Aid course taught by SOLO instructors over a weekend in 
November.  Our second offering, teaming up with the Science department, is Project Bike Tech, which 
begins second semester.  Students will be eligible to earn up to two Industry Recognized credentials 
(IRCs) in mountain bike mechanics, one of the fastest growing recreational sports in the country.  More 
information will be forthcoming. 


